The All Blacks will host Springboks and Pumas only every second season from 2021

Gregor Paul

he Rugby Championship
will be revamped in 2021
with an old-fashioned four

theme being injected that
will see the ANl Blacks play the
Springboks at home only every other
year.

The shift in format will put an end
to the All Blacks having to fravel to
Argentina and South Africa in one
calendar year.

Insiead, they will play two home
tests against one of the Pumas or Boks
and two away tests against the other.

The Wallabies will do the same in
mirror image, with the fixtures revers-
ing the next year to ensure whichever
side the All Blacks played at home
in 2021 they play away in 2022.

It is hoped this will generate a

greater sense of occasion for fans, as
the Boks will be in New Zealand only
every second year, and likewise, the
All Blacks will only play biennially in
South Africa.

Australia and New Zealand will
continue to play each other home
and away every year, as will South
Africa and Argentina.

The move is also designed fo
introduce a retro theme where inter-
national sides can feel they are on an
old-fashioned tour.

While unlikely, the possibility will
exist of the All Blacks travelling with
an extended squad to play midweek
fixtures in either Argentina or South
Africa.

Sanzaar is hopeful that playing
back-to-back tests in this format will
give the tournament a more compel-
ling edge and potentially make it a

harder competition to win

Since Argentina joined in 2012, the
All Blacks have won six of the eight
titles. They didn't win in 2015 or 2019
— years in which the competition was
truncated because of the World Cup.

When played in its true format
where each team plays the others
home and away, the All Blacks have
dominated to the point that they have
often been declared champions after
five games and sometimes even after
just four.

Arguzbly, some of their domi-
nance has come on the back of a
favourable schedule where they play
three home ftests in succession

The format has been consistent
since 2012 — with the All Blacks
opening their campaign in Ausiralia,
before playing a retum in New Zea-
land the following week.

They then play Argentina and
South Africa in consecutive weeks at
home, then both teams away.

Only once in the six occasions the
tournament has run in full has the
title still been up for grabs when the
All Blacks have played their final test
in South Africa. .

The change is also being driven by
a desire to cut the travel burden on
players.

Since 2012, the All Blacks have

found it an extreme challenge to play
in Argentina one week and South
Africa the next and then head io
Europe a few weeks after they returm
from the Republic.

Playing in either South Africa or
Argentina and being based there for
two weeks will reduce air travel for
all teams and cut some of the ex-
pense.

this —itisrugby clubs
togetherto help outone of the
family.”

He said the Blues organisation
wanted tomake the mostoftkis
situationto host alate afternoon
game.

“lt gives our fans anideal
‘opportunity to bring the family to
Eden Park to enjoy somegreat
rugby inthe afternconand be
home by early evening.

“It's Pasifika weekend in
Auckland, so we're bringinga
taste of Island culture to Eden
Park.It'llbe agreat afterncon
with music and giveaways to
celebrate.

“We've had to move guickly
and we need torecogniseihe
excellent support from Eden Park
with allthese changes, while we
have also been communicating
with our provincial unions, with
pre-season club rugby under
way,” said Hore.

| am’s leading lights: Former Blues transtorming Bristol
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Lizm Napier comment

PatLam's Bristol Bears savoured
aspecial outing in Bath over the
weekend with Steven Luatiuaand
Charles Piutau paving the way for
their first win at the Recfor 14 years.

Lam beamed with pride following
the tense 19-13 victory, the historical
significance of the result at Bristol's
West Country neighbour’shome
patch evoking joyiul scenes from
all involved with the Bears.

Bristol have now pulled off the
Premiership double over Bath this
season and their fourth winin arow,
their first at the Rec since November
2006, lifts them to third on the table. -
Notbad for a side navigating their
way through their second season
since promotion to Englishrughy’s
top flight. i :

Lam’s vision, and the deep pockets
of Bristol owner Steve Lansdown, are
beginning to come tofruition.

Steven Luatuaand Charles Piutau

Luatuaisfastmorphinginfoan
inspirational captain.

Inthis match, heretumed from
aneck injury tosnaffle tumovers,
provideasuperb offload thatled io
one of Bristol's three triesand tackled
himself to a standstill while playing
out of position at openside.

After aninjury-distupted season,
Piutau hasreturned with impetusto
benamedman of thematch from
fullback against Bath.

Inhislast two outings, Piutau has
made 43 Tuns for 312 metfres, six clean
breaks, and beaten an astonishing 25
defenders.

Even onboggy English pitchesin
the middie of winter, his magic feet
remain lethal

Bristol set the goal of finishing
within the top six to gualify for next
season’s Eiropean Champions Cup
competition.

They're well on their way to
achieving that feat, and potentially
challenging for this year's
Premiership title.

“Fm very, very proudof the guys,”
Lam said.

“That's the result of alot of work.
Wehad a pretty physical week, we
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I'm very, very proud
of the guys. That'sthe

result of a lot of work.
Bristol coach PatLam

wewere coming downtothe
toughest conditionsinthe
Premiership.

“We talked about not getting bored
of the game weneeded toplay to win
We selected the group accordingly
andit wasa very big win.

“Bath are going well because
they're winning games on thisfield
and we did alot of work, as coaches,
looking at the way we play and we
started the week by saying, ‘we've got
tobe excited, boys, to come downand
play the rugby weneed to win'.

“Not necessarily the rugby that you
want to[play], butitsabout the
teamwork, graft. And we set that
mindsetrightat thebeginning and the
boys stucktoit”

Elsewherein the Premiership,
JacobUmagascoreda ity and Jimmy
Gopperth kicked 11 points as Wasps
beatLondon Irish 36-26 away from
home.

Chris Boyd's Northampton Saints
slipped to fourth after losing 27-21 at
hometo Saracens.

OverintheProl4, former
Hurricaneslock Sam Lousi lefthis
mark—butnotinapositive way.

The Tongan international, who
played three seasonsfor the

Hinricanesbeforemoving to Wales
thisseason, seems destinedfora
lengthy spell on the sidelines after
hismoment of madnesscost Brad
Mooar's Scarletsin their 29-10 _@mm
to Munster. =

Lousi was sent off in the 34th
minute after landing a one-two punch
combination —thelikerarely seenin
the modermn game — on Munster first-
five J] Hanrahan and lock Fineen
Wycherley.

Lousi, the 28-year-old league
convert, could now be banned for
months.

Schmidt refirns tobox
Afterlargelylaying low following
Ireland’s disappointing World Cup,
Ireland’s former Kiwi coach Joe
Schimidtis again gaining prominence.

Firsthe popped upin Spain,
helping their national team, andhe
isnow helping French club Clermont,
his old club, on ashort-termbasis.

Schmidtwasin the coachingbox
for Clermont’s 32-15winat Agenin
the Topl4 on Saturday.

Clermont coach Franck Azéma
praised Schmidt'simpact, and Bath
arerumoured to havelogged théir
interest in luring his services.



